
Sustainable Cities Network 
(SCN) 

Valleywide Meeting 

September 16, 2009 
Arizona State University’s Memorial Union 



Sustainable Cities Network 

 Summer 2008-Convened by ASU’s Global 
Institute of Sustainability (GIOS) 

  Feb. 25, 2009-Introduced Valley communities 
to SCN at all Network Kick-off meeting  

 Started with 10 cities - now includes over 20 
cities, 3 tribal communities and Maricopa 
County 

"When we tug at a single thing in nature,  
we find it attached to the rest of the world.” 

    John Muir 



Steering Committee 
City of Apache Junction – George Hoffman 

City of Chandler – Jennifer Morrison 
City of El Mirage – Scott Chesney 

City of Glendale – Jo Miller 
City of Maricopa – Nicole Dailey 

City of Mesa – Scott Bouchie 
City of Peoria – Maria Laughner 

City of Phoenix – Tammy Perkins 
City of Scottsdale – Tim Conner 

City of Tempe – Bonnie Richardson 

ASU Partners 
Herberger Center for Design Research 

Stardust Center for Affordable Homes & The Family 



Created to: 
-Network together local 

sustainability professionals 
-Identify questions, 

opportunities and possible 
solutions  

-Foster community and 
regional sustainability 
progress 

-Enable ASU to lend expertise 
and to play role in local 
solutions 

-Identify sustainability 
practices unique to our 
desert environment 



Identified Network Priorities 

1.  Informa*on Sharing and Capacity 
Building 

2.  Staff Development and Educa*on 
3.  Coordina*on and Coopera*on 
4.  Sustainability Branding, Leadership and 

Policy 
5.  Projects and Applied Research 



Current SCN Activities 
•  Monthly meetings of 

Workgroups  
–  Solar & Energy Efficiency 
–  Best Practices 

•  All Network meetings–2X/year 
•  Creation of an online Best 

Practices database 
•  Provide speakers/info on solar 

technology and related topics 
•  Create a boilerplate solar PPA 

for SCN participants 
•  Currently a conduit for 

stimulus proposal information 



Suggested SCN Ac*vi*es for 2009‐2010 
Educa*on & Outreach 

–  Present SCN informa*on and ac*vi*es at local conferences and mee*ngs in 2010 (# 
to be determined) 

Mee*ngs & Workshops 
–  Con*nue providing solar and best prac*ces workshops/presenta*ons 
–  Provide workshops/educa*onal presenta*ons on topics: codes & standards; 

benchmarking & metrics; and streetlights/traffic signals 
–  Create a sustainability educa*on workshop that each city can host to educate 

respec*ve staff and residents through SCN 
SCN Par*cipa*on 

–  Survey par*cipants to iden*fy constraints to par*cipa*on in SCN and iden*fy ways to 
increase local engagement based on the survey results 

–  Host east and west valley mee*ngs & expand each city’s involvement in SCN by so 
many people 

–  Incorporate state government par*cipa*on in network mee*ngs and presenta*ons 
–  Incorpora*ng speakers & exper*se from outside the valley into SCN presenta*ons 

and topic discussions 



Suggested SCN Ac*vi*es for 2009‐2010 
Communica*on 

–  Expanding SCN website to include items such as a calendar of events for workshops & 
presenta*ons; local event informa*on; and the SCN database; 

–  Create a listserve 
–  Promote/publicize SCN’s goals, ac*vi*es and accomplishments 

Funding 
–  Research and apply for grants and funding to expand and diversify our funding base 
–  ASU to apply for Solar America Ci*es‐Technical Outreach grant 

Working Groups 
–  Add 2 new sustainability topic working groups 
–  Build on each workgroup’s projects 

•  BMPs – refine database; survey par*cipants on local sustainability plans & documents to 
share within network; research and establish benchmarking & ROI ac*vi*es 

•  Solar & EE – provide 3 presenta*ons on water/waste water & energy discussion, and energy 
management; survey SCN par*cipants on solar & renewable energy projects and distribute 
findings 

Project/Research 
–  Iden*fy a code standardiza*on (or other type of) project for a subgroup of ci*es;  



Opportuni*es on the Horizon 

•  ASU/Solar America Ci*es‐Technical Outreach grant 

•  Water Smart Metering Workshop – AZ Department of Water 
Resources 

•  Sonoran Ins*tute ‐ Sustainable Code Development and 
Workshop Opportunity 

•  SOS/ASU collabora*ve opportuni*es 
•  Presenta*ons – Valley of the Sun Clean Ci*es Coali*on, 

Supers**on Vistas and other groups 
•  Global Ci*es Indicators Facility opportunity 



Current SCN Participant List 

Apache Junction  
Avondale 
Buckeye 
Carefree 
Cave Creek 
Chandler 
El Mirage 
Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation 
Fountain Hills 
Gila Bend 
Gila River Indian Community 
Gilbert 
Glendale 
Goodyear 
Litchfield Park 

Maricopa  
Maricopa County 
MAG 
Mesa 
Paradise Valley 
Peoria 
Phoenix 
Queen Creek 
Salt River Pima Maricopa Indian 

Community 
Scottsdale 
Tempe 
Tolleson 
Wickenburg 
Youngtown 



Best Practices Database 



City  

  Economic 
Development 

  Green Building 
  Land Use & 

Planning 
  Transporta*on 

& Circula*on 
  Governance 
  Management 

& Leadership 
  Social Services 
  Energy and 

Energy 
Efficiency 

  Environmental 
Management 

  Water and 
Wastewater 

  Waste 
Management 

SCN Best Practices  
Categories 



We’d Like to Hear From You! 

•  What ques*ons, challenges or opportuni*es exist 
that SCN should consider? 

•  What is your community doing in the way of 
sustainability that SCN and other communi*es 
should be aware of? 

•  What could SCN provide that would be value to your 
community and sustainability efforts? 




